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*In course of time this Magadhi—the spoken language
of the country underwent immense changes, and gave rise
to the modern vernaculars such as Bengali, Marhati,

Hindi, Uriya etc.
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*At one time Sanskrit was the one language spoken all oves
the world.
Edinburgh Rev. Vol. XXX, 3. 43

+ It is the most regular languages known and is especially
remarkable, as containing the roots of various languages of Europe
and the Greek, Latin, German, of Selavonic— Baron cuvier—

Lectures on the Natural Sciences.

i The great number of languages which are said to owe their

origin, or bear a close affnitty to the Sanskrit is truly astonishing

and is another proof of its high antiquity. A German writer
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( Rudiger ) has asserted it to be the parent of upwards of a hun-
dred languages and dialects, among which he enumerates twelve
Indian, seven Median-Persic, two Arnantic-Albanian, seven
Greek, eighteen Latin, fourteen Sclavonian, and six Celtic-Gallic,
X X X

A host of writers have made it the immediate parent of the
Greek, and Latin, and German families of langnages, orregarded
some of these as descended from it through a language now
extinct, With the persian and Zend it has been almost identified
by sir William Jones and others. Halhed notices the similitude of
Sanskrit and Ardic Words, and this not merely in technical and
metaphorical terms, but in the main ground work of language
In a contrary directipn the Indo-Chinese and other dialects in
that quarter, all seen to be closely allied to it—Adcling Sans.Lit-
crature, H. 38-40.
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R H wrd S wwst ¥ @ Sfkw e g vy
T T % fow & a5t gy vt A o R §—

deg e gt dfa sEst we

fog TR * gy CE e o
A7 HR qIZY AW R q18y
G-ty 13T Weal  HIL fUst
am am AW AW A g
Aafm  wfa e e ug e

HIRY! & 957 T IR F Wox] H1 w0 e qE 19
Fe a3l e e wn mam and sify W 9z won R
I R A0 &7 TR I g e 3, mifg wm
TN 47 AW 2 | afy dER W R W o an oy
A, AR g ¥ wm R sy %, st
HATATAT HAT SR 1 S Hee &} 93 I Ve waeAr

*The words does not now contain annals of more indisputable
antiquity than those delivered down by the ancient Brahmans, —
Halhed, Code of Hindu lcws.
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* “Regarding Surdas’s place in literature, I commonly add
that he justly holds a high one. He excelled in all styles. He
o.ould, if occasion required, be mere obscure than the spbynu
and in the next verse he as clear as a ray of light. Other poets

may have equalled him in some particular quality, but he
<ombined the best qualities of all.*’
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* Grasp of human nature the most profound, the most
subtle; responsivenesi to emotion throughout the whole seale
rom tragic pathes to rollicking jollity, with a middle range,
over which plays a humour like the innumerable twinklings of
alaughing ocean, powers of imagination instinctive that to
percieve and create seem the same mental act; a sense of
symmetry and proportion that will make everything it
touches into art; » mastery of language thatis the servant of
‘thought and language that is the beauty in itself; all these
‘seperate elements of poetic force, any one of which in conslcuous
-degree might make a poet, arein Tulsidasa found in complete
-combination, Pro. Moultons *World Literature’ P. 166.
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*We judge of a prophet by his fruits and I give much less than
‘usual estimate when Isay that fully ninty millions of people
have heard the theories of moral and religious conduct upon
his writings. If we take the influence exercised by him at
present time as our test, he is one of the three or four great
writers of Asia. **
Je Ro A, S, July 1930 P. 455.
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~The importance of Tulsidas in the history of India can
not te overrated. Pulling the literary merits of his work out
of the question, the factof its wuniversai acceptance by all
classes, Bhagalpur to the Punjab and from the Himalaya
to the Narmada is surely worthy of note. It has been interwo-
ven ipta_the. life, character, and speech of the Hindu population
for more than three hundred years, and is not only loved and
admired hy them for its poetic beauty, butis reverened by
them as their scriptures. It is the bible of a hundred millions
of people, and is looked upon by them asgnuch inspired as the
bible is comsidered by the English clergymen, Pandits may
talk of the Vedas and of the Upnishadas and a few may even
stody them, others may say they pin their faith on the Puranas
but to the vast majority of the people of Hindustan, learned
and unlearned alike, their soul room of conductis the so called
Tulsikrit Ramayan. Itisindeed fortunate that this is so, for it
has saved the country from the tantric obscenities of Shaivism.
Rama Nanda was the original saviour of Upper India from
the fate which has befallen Bengal, but, Tulsdias was the great
apostle who carried his doctrine east and west and made it an
‘abiding faith.”*—

Modern Vernaular Literature of Hindustan, 42 43. P.
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«The elegancs, poetic flavour, and  ingenuity of expre-
ssion in this difficult work, are considered to have been un-
approached by any other poet. He has been imitated by nume-
rous other ﬁoets, but the only one who has achieved any consi- -
derable exaellence in this peculiar style is Tulsidas (No 128) who
precedéd him by writing a Satsai ( treating of Ram as Bihari
Lall treated of Krishna) in the year 1585 A, D. ..ecosevisreesn

Behari’s poem has ‘ beén dealt with by innumerable ]
commentators. Its dificulty and ingenuity is one so g reat tat it
is called a veritdble ‘Akshar Kamdhenu.’

Modern Vernacular Literature of
Hindustan P. 75
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